What is claimed is: 



1. A method of tracking and controlling the movements of 
individuals in a monitored area comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing each individual with an electronic personal 
event tracking (PET) tag having a transceiver and a unique 
identification code; 

(b) providing electronic area readers in the monitored area, 
each area reader including a transceiver capable of communication 
with the PET tags of individuals within the vicinity of the area 
reader; 

(c) establishing a communications link between the area 
readers and a host server; 

(d) monitoring the detections by area readers of PET tags as 
individuals provided with the PET tags move about between the 
vicinities of the area readers; and 

(e) processing the monitored detections to track the 
movements of the individuals within the monitored facility. 

2 . The method of claim 1 and wherein step (d) includes 
periodically broadcasting a signal from each of the area readers, 
the signal being received by PET tags within the vicinity of each 
area reader and causing the PET tags to respond with a reply 
signal that includes their unique identification codes to 
indicate their presence within the vicinity. 
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3 . The method of claim 1 and wherein there are restricted 
areas within the monitored facility and wherein the method 
further includes detecting the presence of PET tags approaching a 
restricted area and denying access if a detected PET tag is 
assigned to an individual not authorized to enter the restricted 
area. 

4. The method of claim 3 and wherein the host server is 
operatively coupled to the locking mechanism of a door to the 
restricted area and wherein the step of denying access comprises 
locking the door. 

5. The method of claim 1 and further comprising providing a 
biometric sensor on each PET tag and periodically requiring the 
individuals wearing the PET tags to provide biometric input to 
the biometric sensors of their PET tags to insure that PET tags 
are being worn by their assigned individuals. 

6. The method of claim 5 and wherein the biometric sensors 
are fingerprint readers . 
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